
April 2008

President’s Note

Welcome back from Spring Break! Spring is the time of year that seniors are making their final post high school
plans; juniors are busy taking SATs and ACTs; sophomores are looking forward to being upper classmen, and
last but not least freshmen (and their parents) are thankful for surviving their first year of high school. This is my
last newsletter as president. Yes, my two year term is coming to its end. I want to thank all the PTSA Board
members for their help and support. They are a great group of dedicated parents, students, staff and faculty.
I look forward to helping next year’s president and board keep the Tucker tradition of a fabulous PTSA!

Speaking of next year’s board, the Nominating Committee is on the search to fill several vital positions,
president being one of them. If you have a desire to serve our wonderful school community, contact Colleen
Hammitt 217-6622 hamsgrl@verizon.net or Marilee Tretina 270-2097 mtretina@comcast.net. Many think that a
high school PTSA is not an integral part of students’ lives-well they would be wrong! From Tiger Camp in the
summer through graduation in June, the PTSA provides support and programs that enhance the high school
experience for students, parents and teachers.

In response to parents’ concerns regarding school safety, Mrs. Miller and Officer Anderson spoke at our PTSA
meeting on March 10. Mrs. Miller outlined the school’s extensive safety precautions and addressed parents’
concerns. While no school is 100% safe, Tucker’s administration, faculty and staff are proactive in seeing that
our teenagers are as safe as possible in today’s environment. Due to the School Safety presentation we had to
postpone our original program of “Your Ecological Footprint”. Look for a rescheduled April date soon. On May
12 we will have our annual “Surviving Beach Week” program. Beach week is often a scary time for parents.
Come learn how to calm your fears and make beach week safe for your graduating teenagers.

Thank you Tucker for two great years! Next year, I‘ll enjoy spending my daughter’s last year of high school
participating in various PTSA and school activities. After being PTA president in elementary, middle and high
school, I realized that the time and effort was well worth it. My daughter has an appreciation of volunteerism
she would not have if her parents had sat back and watched from the sidelines.

Go Tigers!!!

Sincerely,

Marilee Tretina
Soon to be former President
mtretina@comcast.net

R E F L E C T I O N S
Tucker senior, Vila Chheang, won outstanding interpretation (visual arts) for county,
district and STATE! His work has moved on to the National level with a chance to win
$800 and the PTSA $200.

Richmond District Citizenship Essay Winners
This essay is for grades 6-12th, High School Division:

 3rd Place: Priya Vithani -- JR Tucker HS

 Honorable Mention: John Delano– JR Tucker HS



J.R. Tucker PTSA Need YOU!

The Nominating Committee is looking for a few interested parents to fill Executive Board
positions for the 2008-2009 school year. The PTSA is a vital part of Tucker and the PTSA
cannot survive and thrive without dedicated parents. The goal is to have the board
represent the entire Tucker community, not just a few neighborhoods. Please consider
volunteering to fill a position. Several committee chairs are also available. If you are
willing to serve or need more information, contact Colleen Hammitt 217-6622
hamsgrl@verizon.net or Marilee Tretina 270-2097 mtretina@comcast.net.

Hungary Creek Middle School invites you to come out and here Chris Skinner speak on Wednesday, 5/14 at
7:00 p.m. at the Hungary Creek Middle School Auditorium. This program is planned for adults. Chris Skinner,
motivational speaker and author of "The Ultimate Learning Experience", is meeting the challenges of life as a
person with physical disabilities. Chris believes it's all a matter of attitude with a capital "A". He maintains a
positive outlook and always has a smile and kind word for everyone he meets. Chris shares with audiences of all
ages a message of inspiration and motivation. With a gift for communication and a special charisma, Chris touches
every member of his audience in a close and personal way.

Refresh Clean-Up Day

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Saturday, April 12, 2008
9am- until

Your chance to make a difference!

Come help the Tucker Refresh Committee complete campus enhancements and
beautification projects. Work assignments will be given to volunteers as you arrive.

1ST 25 WORKERS RECEIVE FREE TUCKER REFRESH T-SHIRT!!!
FREE FOOD AND DRINKS

MUSIC

Please let us know you plan to attend. Email: RefreshProject@jrtuckerptsa.com.

1700 Tigers...1 Pride!



J. R. Tucker Party All Night Volunteer & Donation Form
Saturday, May 3, 2008

“The Sky’s the Limit”
For more information, please email JRTPTA@Yahoo.com

Please complete and return as soon as possible by bringing to the Tucker main office, or mail to the
following address: J. R. Tucker PTSA—PAN 2910 Parham Road Richmond, Virginia 23294.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name: Grade:Volunteers
Please check the volunteer activities that you can contribute to PAN.

Event Pre-Planning Event Day
 Fundraising  Set-Up (6 - 11 PM)
 Prize Solicitation  Registration (11:30 PM – 2:30 AM)

 Decorations

 Work the Event (11:30 PM – 4 AM)
 Casino  Games
 Food  Tattoos
 Pictures  Prizes

 Student Pre-Registration  Food Contribution

 Clean –up (3 – 7 AM)

Individual Donations
All gifts to PAN are tax deductible under the PTSA’s 501(c)(3) tax status. Individuals will be recognized for
their generosity in our PTSA Newsletter and in the PAN Booklet distributed during graduation! I am
donating: $

Corporate Donations
If you own, work for, or know of a company that may contribute cash or prize merchandise to PAN, please
consider asking for their donations. All gifts are tax deductible under the PTSA’s 501(c)(3) tax status. We
recognize all contributors in our PAN Program and PTSA Newsletter. Special recognition for the following
donation levels.

$500 T-Shirt Sponsor
 Company’s name on t-shirts to be

distributed to PAN attendees
 Full Page Ad in PAN Program Book
 Logo on the following: back page of PAN

Program Book, Photo Holders, Student
PAN Packets

$400 Event Sponsor
 Full Page Ad on inside cover PAN Program

Book
 Logo in Student PAN Packets

$250 Ad Sponsor
Full page Ad in PAN Program Book

$150 Ad Sponsor
Half page Ad in PAN Program Book

PAN Programs are distributed
to all families during
graduation.

Less than $150, company name listed in PAN Program Book and PTSA Newsletter

Employee Name

Company Name

Company Contact Name

Address City, State, Zip

Contact Phone Fax E-Mail

Sponsorship level: ____$500 ____$400 _____$250_________ $150$______Other

___Prize Donation (describe and value):_______________________________



PARTY ALL NIGHT

FAQs—Frequently Asked Questions
Volunteers are needed to help with Party All Night. We need lots of help to plan this critically important event. Please
consider helping out.

What is Party All Night? Party All Night is Tucker’s drug and alcohol-free after-prom party—rumored by area students
to be the best in town.

Why does the PTSA sponsor Party All Night? Our major PTSA focus is to help promote the safest possible
environment for our students. If students have a safe after-prom environment, they are less likely to engage in negative
behaviors and more likely to remain safe.

What is Party All Night like? Party All Night provides our students with a fun-filled, safe, drug and alcohol-free after-
prom activity—actually, lots of activities. Last year’s PAN included prizes, games, inflatable games, a D.J., food, a
Casino, and more. The evening culminates with the raffle of many, many prizes!

When and where is Party All Night? Party All Night will take place after the prom on Saturday, May 3, 2008 from
12:00 AM until 4:00 AM at the Tuckahoe YMCA.

Which students can come to Party All Night? All juniors and seniors may attend, whether or not they attend the
prom. If they do attend the prom, their dates may also attend. Over 400 students took advantage of this
wonderful event last year, along with 80 helpful parents.

Who can help? Everyone can help—parents, faculty, and students. We particularly need freshmen and
sophomore parents to learn the ropes so they can help continue this 19-year Tucker tradition.

How do I find out more? Contact Carol Walker, carolkwalker@verizon.net, 273-6321 or Marilee

Tretina 270-2097, mtretina@comcast.net.

The next date Party All Night meeting will be Monday, March 31 at 7:00 pm in the library.

Arby’s Spirit Night to raise funds for Party All Night.

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 from 5-8 pm at the Short Pump Arby’s.

Ukrops Golden Gift Program

Tucker High School PTSA is collecting Ukrops Golden Gift receipt again this year. Any customer that has a valid
Ukrops Valued Customer Card can participate without any additional registration! If you need a UVC Card, just stop
by the Customer Service counter at any Ukrops retail location. Every time you shop at Ukrops and use your UVC card
between February 4 and March 29, 2008, you will earn one Golden Gift Point for every $1 spent. The more you shop,
the more you earn! Points are automatically calculated and tracked on your purchase receipts. On April 28

th
, a

Golden Gift Certificate that details your household’s points will be mailed to you. Donate your points by turning your
Golden Gift Certificate to Tucker High School PTSA. The more Golden Gift Points we collects, the greater Tucker
PTSA’s share of the Ukrops $400,000 payout!



The Lay Advisory is a committee of the School Board that serves to act as a liaison

between community and the School Board. The committee met at Moody Middle School on

March 18. Representative from many Henrico schools attended. The main items discussed

were bus transportation issues, the Pacing Guide including the new countywide testing and

redistricting. The thoughts and concerns of the Lay Advisors will be presented to the School

Board. The Lay Advisory will meet April 14 and May 19 where we hope to have a response to

these issues. If you have any questions about the Lay Advisory, you can contact Lisa Cherlin

at 754-2456 or L.Cherlin@comcast.net.

Do you think managing your finances and
insurance is confusing?

Imagine how confusing it must be for a young adult.

The PTSA is providing seniors with important information about balancing a check book, beginning
a savings plan, insurance for their health, cars and belongings. The importance of establishing
good credit and ways to do so will also be discussed.

Please talk to your senior about this opportunity and encourage them to attend this seminar during
A.E. on April 29, 2008.

Provided by: Bergstrom Insurance Agency and State Farm Insurance Company

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

JROTC TURNS IN STRONG PERFORMANCE

The J.R. Tucker High School Marine Corps JROTC Close Order Drill Team turned in a strong performance
at the Region One Drill Competition. Region One is comprised of fifty-two Marine Corps JROTC programs
that are located in the Mid-Atlantic and the Northeast portions of the United States. The drill competition
took place at Mount Vernon High School in Alexandria, VA on the 8th of March. There were four events;
armed drill, unarmed drill, personnel inspection, and color guard. The cadets of J.R. Tucker took second
place in the personnel inspection and the color guard. This is the best performance in J.R. Tucker’s history.
The cadets were led by Cadet Captain Shayna Perlstein and Cadet First Sergeant Sarah Christensen. The
dedication and leadership of these two young women were what enabled the team to reach new heights.
Please congratulate these fine cadets when you see them.

Upcoming events include a drill competition at Varina High School on the 5th of April and a field meet on
the 19th of April hosted by our unit here at Tucker High School. Additionally, we will have our annual
awards night on the 8th of May and are taking a field trip to the Marine Base in Quantico, VA on the 29th of
May. Lots of things happening very quickly and we would like to thank all those parents who have
supported the cadets throughout the year. Please feel free to come out on the morning of the 19th to root for
our team in the field meet; it is a fun event and there are many opportunities to laugh as some events are
designed to elicit chuckles and guffaws. Additionally, the boosters will be hosting a no cost barbecue for the
cadets. See you there.



Upcoming events:
Saturday, April 12th – Tucker Refresh Clean-up Day 9 a.m.
Tuesday, April 29th – Financial Responsibility Workshop for Seniors, during AE
Saturday, May 3 - Prom (Sheraton West) and Party All Night (Tuckahoe YMCA)
Thursday, June 5 (CHANGE) – Baccalaureate-St. Michael’s Church
Friday, June 6-Graduation-Siegel Center-11:00am

SAVE TREES & POSTAGE COSTS !!!!!
Receive you school and PTSA newsletter by Email!

If you’d like to do so, please email your child’s name, grade and zip code to:
Newsletter@JRTuckerPTSA.com.

Thanks for your support!!!


